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Violence in Media and Culture - Good or Bad

Violence in the media will always be a hotly debated topic. Its causes and effects will never be agreed upon. Violence in the media can be a tricky subject to tackle simply because of so much conflicting research and varying opinion. There are those who say it is simply harmful. There are those who say it may have a ‘cathartic’ effect on its audience and purge them of wanting to commit acts of violence themselves. There is research that connects a link between witnessing violence and reenacting it, as well as research that shows repeated viewings of violence causes no detrimental effects. Everyone seems to have an opinion and no one seems to agree. It is important to formulate your own opinion on this important topic by knowing both sides. This is a fascinating subject because it has been debated for centuries and there has been no final agreement. There never will be. That is why almost every college student at one point or another will have to write on the subject. It is important to know what is out there because there is a great deal written about it. So much in fact, it becomes necessary to ask yourself your own position on media and violence. The following references are excellent sources of information on all facets of violence. A word of advice: with a subject as broad as violence, narrow your topic considerably. Do not expect to be able to write a paper simply on violence, it will never happen. Instead look for specific violence, media violence, or its effects on teens, children or adults, etc. Otherwise it can become overwhelming.

OVERVIEW

Newton, David. Violence and the Media: a Reference Handbook.. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO Inc., 1996.

This is a compilation of important writings, both positive and negative, about media violence. It has an excellent list of resources and organizations that are involved in media and violence.

BOOKS

American Film Institute. Private Screenings: Insiders Share a Century of Great Movie Moments. Atlanta: Turner Publishing, Inc., 1995.

This is an excellent source for Direct quotes from those involved in the film industry. The questions posed to the book’s subjects inspire answers to why the actors, directors etc. got involved in film, memorable movie moments and movies that stand out in their memory. It’s a very positive look at the film industry.

Dudley, William. Media Violence: Opposing Viewpoints. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, Inc., 1999.

The title basically says it all. Renowned authors face off on different types of media and its affects -- both positive and negative.

Fromm, Erich. Anatomy of Human Destructiveness. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1973.

The author explores the psychology of violence and destructiveness. It uses many other sources in expressing its views. Of particular interest is its dissection of Hitler’s youth and parents.

Henslin, James M. Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach. Fourth Ed. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1999.

This book references the power language and media has in our lives. In looks at different cultures and studies the topic of nature versus nurture and how socialization/media can interfere.

McGuckin, Frank. Violence in American Society. New York: H.W. Wilson Co., 1998.

This is another compilation of respected journalists sharing their views of the causes of violence in our society. This a larger overview of violence from positive and negative perspectives. It is not limited to the cause and effect of media.

Prince, Stephen. Savage Cinema: Sam Peckinpah and the Rise of Ultraviolent Movies. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1998.

Fascinating history of Sam Peckinpah’s critically acclaimed but ultimately destructive career. Also, it looks at modern film makers such as: Tarentino, Verhoeven, and Scorcese. It’s well organized and required reading for anyone studying film violence and its effects.

Van Doren, Charles. History of Knowledge. New York: Ballantine Books, 1991.

This is a good, short overview of broad topics, written by an important professor of History. There are many good quotes to be found here.

PERIODICALS

 ​

Bushman, Brad J. “Priming Effects of Media Violence on the Accessibility of Aggressive Constructs In Memory.” Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin. May 1998: 537-545. UMI Proquest Direct. Spokane Falls Community College Lib., Spokane, WA. 19 May 1999. <umi.proquest.com/pdqweb>.

Source of the following quote by Oliver Stone, director of Natural Born Killers : “Film is a powerful medium. Film is a drug. Film is a potential hallucinogen. It goes into your eye. It goes into your brain. It stimulates, and it’s a dangerous thing. It can be a very subversive thing.”

Cole, Deborah. “Spielberg Continues Work To Educate On Holocaust Horrors.” Seattle Times. 17 Sept. 1998: G39. UMI Proquest Direct. Spokane Falls Community College Lib., Spokane, WA. 22 April 1999. <umi.proquest.com/pdqweb>.

It reports on Spielberg starting the Shoah Visual History Foundation for Holocaust survivors. When asked if he had personal reasons for starting the project, Spielberg said that ethnic and religious conflicts in Rwanda, Northern Ireland, Bosnia and Kosovo showed that the lessons of the Holocaust were relevant today.

Lindenbaum, Dr. Jeff. “Parenting - You Can Change Teen’s TV Viewing Practices.” Seattle Times. 5 Nov. 1997: E2. UMI Proquest Direct. Spokane Falls Community College Lib., Spokane, WA. 19 May 1999. <umi.proquest.com/pdqweb>.

This includes statistics such as: the average teen watches 3 hours of TV a day, including: 20,000 commercials; 10,000 murders, rapes or other violent acts; and 14,000 sexual innuendoes or situations (with fewer than 200 involving discussion of abstinence, birth control or risk of STDs. More than 1,000 studies on media violence show a direct link between it and real-life aggressive behavior. Violence is seen as a socially acceptable means of conflict resolution.

Mifflin, Lawrie. “Many Researchers Say Link Is Already Clear on Media and Youth Violence.” New York Times. 9 May 1999: 27. UMI Proquest Direct. Spokane Falls Community College Lib., Spokane, WA. 19 May 1999. <umi.proquest.com/pdqweb>.

This mentions that hundreds of studies done at the nations’s top universities in the last three decades have come to the same conclusion: that there is at least some demonstrable link between watching violent acts in movies or television shows and acting aggressively in life.

See also:
http://library.spokanefalls.edu/docs/annotated_bib_assignment.doc
http://library.spokanefalls.edu/docs/annotated_bib_assignment2.doc
http://library.spokanefalls.edu/docs/sample_bib2.doc
